



Golden Robot Treatment


Stela Duta is a 32 year ol female boxer. She is very small, her overall appearance is on of a 14 year old boy. Her hair is cut short, her face always faces downwards  She walks up to a historical Romanian monastery in order to pray for the coming year. In silence she kisses a religious icon and walks out. Stela states she prayed for her health and for winning the upcoming European Boxing Championships that are to be held in Bucharest, Romania. She bought a  pink bracelet with a cross as a lucky charm.


Stela trains in the boxing gym. She is punching the bags with a surprising force for a human her size. The other girls in the boxing gym seem amateurs in comparison with Steluta. She makes a short pause, asking another girl to massage her painfully tense muscles. The trainer, Mr. Vocilasi, exercises with the girls at the palmar. He jockes around, all the other girls are taller than stela, they have a feminine touch, only Stela is the one who looks like  a small boy. 


Stela strips and drains the sweat from her t-shirt and trousers. She weights herself and happily declares she weights in for the upcoming national competition. As a last measure she steps in a steam sauna. 


At the seaside, Mr Vociilasi, looks out for Stela who is swiiming in the sea. He appreciates her drive to have fun, like a child. Stela comes back to the beach and jokes with Mr. Voicilasi about her capacity to overrun him at swimming, declaring that he's old and she's very fit for a competition.

Stela boxes with her rival, she manages to win the match without flaw. A pair of sport reporters hold an interview with her. They try to make fun of her abilities as a boxer asking her if she beats up boys. Stela, honesty answers, that she had to fight boys when she grew up in a foster home. She states that she had a history of sexual and phisical violence that hardened her up, made her tough. She also states that some boys pick on her because she looks like a man, telling the reporter that if he wouldn't have known her he would have also taken her for a boy.


Back in her hometown, Stela, attends a meeting at the city hall in order to become a “Honored Citizen of Buzau City”. Mr Voicilasi tries to rehars her speech with her. She strongly declares that she'll di just fine. When it's time to hold the speech in front of the City Hall Stela forgets all about it and can't get passed the first 2 words. 


After this event stela heads back home where she's watching a boxing match. She displays every medal she has won since she picked up boxing in 2002. She takes a lot of pride talking about her best moments in life, like when she knocked out a Bulgarian opponent in 2012 at the European Championships. Stela also has a religious corner in her small rented studio. She talks about the times she was a lost person, the times when she felt like committing suicide. Her salvation came with boxing, her way of expressing all the rage and violence she had build up inside. 


Stela leaves the house in order to visit some old friends, all from the foster home. Arriving at their home they recall past memories. Stela learns that one of her colegoes committed suicide because she had a child and the state took it to foster care because the mother was deemed unfit to raise a child, given the fact she was homeless. Stela is deeply affected by the ill news, this girl was on of her best friends. Stela recalls how she was sent at a boy orphanage in the Ceausescu communist era. The orphanage was populated by 200 boys, Stela and another 9 girls were sent there as an experiment in order to see how they would cope. The other boys, recall how they were so frightened by their caretakers that they used to pee themselves until 16 due to night beatings they recieved. Stela and the boys explain their lack of intellectual activity due to the constant beatings, head bashings and the trauma it caused on their developing brains. They later decide to go on a trip to the village where the orphanage was. 


The train ride is like a time travel. Stela feels excited when she sees an old boyfriend who works at the small village tain station. The group walks down the roads they walked when they were young. They pass by the house of the warehouse responsable woman and observe that she is very well off. They recall being so hungry they had to eat grass. Arriving at an old caretaker's house the boys and Stela seem very excited and happy to see the old lady. She states that Stela used to work a lot, being a very ambitious little girl. The old lady also recalls how naughty Stela could Become. 


Advancing in the village the group meets the school headmistress. They joke around how she used to threaten them with severe beatings. One of the boys feels thankful she never used bats to hit them, only sticks. Stela gives her autobiographical book to the Headmistress and they part on a happy note. The boys that accompany see the abandoned block of flats where they used to live as they worked for very low wages around the village. They meet another teacher, one that cared for them. Stela wishes they all the love, she declares tha they were like parents to her. The teacher asks her how come she has no money after all the matches, cups, championships she had won so far. Stela complains that female boxing is very underpaied in Romania, she lacks the funds to afford buying a shabby flat. As they part Stela is mistaken for a boy by an old lady. 


Stela goes at the gym for a workout. She recalls living in the gym's sauna, locked room. She was picked up from the streets by her trainer, Mr. Voiclasi. He had the kindness to offer her a chance at a normal life, observing her talent for box. Stela reads a long poem composed by her trainer, Mr. Voicilasi, a poem that tells her life story in clumsy verses. Mr. Voicilasi is a boxing trainer and a poet at the local cultural association. After a hard training Stela looks at a picture of her when she won her first medal. 


Stela is invited at the national TV station. She is going to apper in an Easter special show. After exploiting her life story the TV host calls her to a present filled table. She misleads Stela into believing she is going to recieve the one thing she never had and she dearly desires, more exactly, a home. Only to reveal that her prize is a scrap metal custom made decorative robot. 


Stela turns 32. She is in a small hotel room and she is excited watching the show she appeared on. Stela gets all emotional as she watches an interview with Mr. Voicilasi who describes his parental feelings about her. They appear as having  on screen/real life dialogue of feelings. Suddently, when she talks with Mr. Voicilasi on the phone, her boxing girl colegues barge in singing happy birthday. They present her with 3 gifts, hair gel, a chocolate and a package of condoms. 


Stela  takes a trip to the parents who have abandoned her. She decides to take her sister with her. Stela saw her sister 2 times in her entire life. The two look very much alike as they travel on the back seat of Mr. Voicilasi's car. Stela's sister, Oita, starts singing a sad song about a boy who lost his mother. Stela's sister is mentally challenged. Stela is awestruck as they arrive at her parents house. The house is crumbling, a back wall is missing entirely. A rag hangs in the place where a wall should stand. The house is built up with mud and sticks as building materials. A woman appears in the ravaged yard. She mumbles something and walks up to stela. Hugs her and stars beating her asking why she never visited. The woman in Stela's 42 year old mentally retared, hadicaped sister Ileana. She walks up to the back booth of the car asking if Mr. Vocilasi brought her something to eat. Stela walks in the yard with Oita and her 42 year old sister, Ileana, behind her. Her mother is a small woman, she waits for them motionless in the middle of a corn field. Stela talks with her but her mother doesn't know many words, she is illiterate. 


Stela and Mr. Voicilasi walk inside the house. The smell is foul, the house is in shambles. Stela finds out that her retarded sister is forced to sleep on the dirt floor as her mother and her alcoholic brother share a shabby bed. They all sleep in a very tiny room that doubles as a kitchen. Stela feels very sorry for her retarded sister and declares she would have run away from her parents. She hates their lack of ambition and their idleness. As Stela and Mr. Voiclasi bring the food they have bought for her family the mother threatens Ileana with a hard beating. Mr. Voicilasi quarrels with Stela's mother and brother concerning the state they live in. He urges them to rebuild the house but Stela's mother meaningly answers that if this is the will of God, they won't do anything. Voicilasi tells her that they should man up and have their own will, and leave God out of it. Stela asks her mother how many children did she gave birth to. Her mother can recall. Stela refreshens her memory enlisting the names of all her living siblings. Her mother can't even recall the ones she gave birth to and died in work related accidents. Stela asks her mother when did she gave birth to her, she can't recall. Stela has no hard feeling towards her mother, she declares the old lady will outlive her and parts with them. Just after leaving her sister Ileana asks Stela to visit more often and to take her with her to town. Stela comforts her hastingly and parts, making it clear she has no feelings of compassion for others. As they travel home, Mr. Voicilasi and Stela make fun of Oita because she can't point out where she lives. The truth is that her sister Oita, never walked a different road in her town, none other than the road from the factory to her home.


Stela trains hard. Mr. Voicilasi is assisting her. She is very determined in her boxing. After a gruesome workout she rests feeling the pressure of the upcoming Championship that is 2 days away. 


At a press conference Stela states that her goal is to win the golden medal. She declares that the best thing that can happen now to her is hear the national anthem while standing on the first palce on the podium. 


At the championship Stela wins match after match. After each round the TV news reporters flock around her and capitalize on her winnings. One newspaper reporter asks her to war a t-shirt that wishes best of luck to Simona Halep, the Romanian tennis wonder-woman, while Stela is giving an interview about herself and her own victory at the European Championship. 


After the decorations Stela is given a ride around Bucharest in a stretch limo. This is the way the country thanks her for her outstanding performances. After stepping off from the limo she picks up her bags from the hotel she lives in when she trains and heads, all alone with her heavy bags, to a rund down bus station and takes the bus home. 

