PRODUCTION PROCESS

Shot over a period of 15 months in one of the toughest neighborhoods in Bucharest, ‘Toto and his sisters’ started off with an intensive nine months research in Ferentari. 

The development team of Strada Film, led by Valeriu Nicolae, set out to make a film about the Roma communities. After joining the team, and after six months of research, Alexander Nanau decided to focus the future film on the children in Ferentari and to tell a story from their perspective. Guided by Valeriu Nicolae, (who was familiar with the Ferentari area through his social work) the director gained access in the ghetto, where, among a huge number of families and their children, he met Toto, Ana and Andreea, whose personalities, life stories and resilience convinced him to focus a 100% observational film on them. Alexander visited the mother of the children in February 2011 in prison, after which he started filming their lives. From then on, the story unfolded.  

In November 2011 Alexander Nanau and Strada Film pitched the project at the IDFA Central Pitch in Amsterdam, getting the interest and participation into the project from The Sundance Institute and of RTS Switzerland, TVO Canada, YLE Finland and YesDocu Israel.

Given the successful collaboration with Alexander Nanau for the Emmy® Awarded production “The World According to Ion B” and impressed by the new story, HBO Europe decided to join the production as co-producer, along with Strada Film. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]During the 18 months long editing process of this multi-character story, the project won in 2012 work in progress prizes at the Docu Rough Cut Boutique and at CineLink Work in Progess both being part of the Sarajevo International Film Festival. 

“Toto and his sisters” was awarded a Sundance Institute Documentary Film Grant in 2012. In 2013 the project participated in the Sundance Documentary Edit & Story Lab.

