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MY HOME							

One woman, two husbands, four children, seven pigs and a herd of goats surviving on the last farm in the modern district of Kiev, defending their home and way of life in the environment of the current Ukraine.


Pitch

Natasha Yurchenko used to live in a small village before developers decided to rebuild the area. Her family resisted the developments and they are now trapped between the high-rise buildings. She wants to fight for her home but conflicts surface in the family. How far will she go defending their home? A film portrait of 5 years of life of one (extra)ordinary family in the current Ukraine.

Synopsis
"My Home" is a story about an unusual family in Kiev, who is fighting real estate injustice. Natasha, the head of the family, is trying to preserve the family farm, which is now surrounded by modern living quarters. In addition to that she has to take care of her four children, two husbands and a little herd of mischievous goats.
In comparison with other transition countries, Ukraine´s privatization program gained momentum rather late. A number of countries underwent rapid privatization in the early 1990's, in particular the Czech Republic and the Russian Federation resorted to mass privatization or voucher schemes. The implementation of a large-scale economic reform in Ukraine has created the need for land reform, which has still not been completed.
In the past few years many high-rise prefabricated houses have been built in Kiev's neighborhood Pozniaki. Former inhabitants, who had lived on their farms for decades, were expelled or relocated to new flats. Only the Jurchenko family has defended their house against the real estate companies. The land registry hasn't signed the documents and the family is still fighting for the privatization of the land they have been living on for 70 years. They are the last ones, who could get a proper compensation, but they could be expelled any day too.
Mother Natasha is the symbol of the fight for the family's rights. She invites other people to live with them. There is a priest, who feeds the animals, an advocate who works on trials and other tenants, who help out on the farm. Her family supports her too, but not each family member shares her goals. The main contrast is apparent between the mother and her youngest daughter Katya. Katya wants to get out of Ukraine and start her own company. But Natasha wants her to take care of them when they get old. Katya is trying to find escape from the situation and for the moment it seems that she has found it in Jehovah's Witnesses. One of Natasha's two husbands, Slava, would like to move to a flat and live only with Natasha. He feels uncomfortable living together with her second husband and children. The oldest daughter couldn’t stand the pressure and has left the family. She is now building her new house 12 km from the farm.
They all want to achieve their goals, but life is mainly about finding compromises. Fighting against the corrupt Ukrainian system is Natasha’s heroic act, but she still mainly remains a mother to her four children. One day their house is burned down and the question arises -is it worth staying there and keep on fighting?

Director’s note
I have always been interested in Eastern Europe, especially in the Ukraine, since it wants to become a member state of the European Union. During one of my visits I encountered the Jurchenko family. They were living on the last farm in the middle of modern Kiev and were still resisting the developers. My first impulse when shooting this film was to concentrate on the visuals –a family house trapped in amass of concrete. Then I got to know the family and the structure inside. One woman living with two husbands – how is that possible in a Slavic country? How can they live under one roof with four children, an advocate, a priest and raise children there? We became friends and they shared their story with me.
This family has lived on the farm for 70 years, but now they have to move. It could be easy to say they are stubborn, but in fact they just don’t want to be victims of a corrupt system.  I admire them, for they are the only original inhabitants, who are active in fighting for a fair debate and adequate compensation for their land.
But one feels there is more to the story than only the compensation–you feel the presence of fear –the fear of losing something they like. I think this feeling is very universal for humans. It was here that I found the biggest source of conflict of the story –a mother fighting for a home, but at the same time she is losing her family. 



Producer’s note
The personal versus public interest or personal interest versus interest of large commercial entities. We all know such conflicts and we all know that in such fights there is always a David on one side and a Goliath on the other. And it is very hard for David to win the fight. Regardless of that you will still find brave and strong people all over the world, who despite everything put all their energy in these fights.
Natasha is like this – our main character, who fights for her family, her home, her way of life. Her situation is even more difficult than how we know it from our countries, because she is dealing with Ukrainian corrupted officials. It seems almost impossible for her to win, but she never gives up. But as the fight continues, Natasha somehow starts forgetting to take into account and care about the attitudes and emotions of other members of her large family. She passionately fights for her goal regardless of the consequences.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The documentary film "My Home" shows us the real costs of such fights and how they can affect the personal life of its protagonists. It portrays a strong mother who - fighting for the happiness of her family - in the end ruins their lives. It is a strong story, which takes place in an extraordinary and interesting setting. A story that almost anybody can relate to. And despite its heavy theme, it is portrayed with humor and in a very sensitive way.


Jiří Stejskal - director
Jiří Stejskal completed his Bachelor's degree at Tomas Bata University in Zlín. He continued his studies at the Baltic Film and Media School in Tallinn, where he received his Master's degree in Film Directing. Finally he returned to Zlín to finish his Master's degree in Editing & Sound in 2011. His short film "Pit-Hole" was one of the most appraised Czech documentaries abroad in 2011. He edited documentaries for the Czech Television and a feature film "Smíchov cries, Brooklyn sleeps". He creates videos and photos for vernyzustanu.cz.

2014 My Home
2011 Smichov cries, Brooklyn sleeps (editor)
2010 Pit-hole (director, short)

Pavla Kubečková - producer
After studying Journalism and Media Studies at Charles University and Film Production at FAMU in Prague, she founded the production company nutprodukce and started working as an independent producer. Her short film "Graffitiger" was nominated for the Student Oscar and she has recently finished the successful mini-series for HBO "Burning Bush", directed by Agnieszka Holland. She is now working on a new TV series for HBO and preparing four feature documentaries.

Tomáš Hrubý – producer
Tomáš completed his Bachelor's degree in Film Production at FAMU in Prague. In 2009 he was one of the founders of the production company nutprodukce. Together with Pavla Kubečková he developed and produced the mini-series "Burning Bush" for HBO, directed by Agnieszka Holland and recently he finished the documentary "The Great Night". Currently he is working on "Gottland" – a film based on selected parts of Mariusz Szczygiel’s book, a feature film "Silently waiting" inspired by the life of singer Eva Olmerová and a series for HBO and other projects.
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