Director’s notes 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The question of what makes us who we are, and how we choose our models as children is a central issue for me in this film. After nine months of research, I have decided to tell the story of Toto and his sisters, a story that deals with the difficulty children of different ages face when growing up without their mother, in an environment dominated by poverty, violence and drug abuse, yet finding the strength to see the richness of life beyond that. 

Their story is a metaphor that can be applied to many children whose destinies seem already determined at some point in their lives. The fact that some children are born in the circumstances our protagonists are, is, from my perspective, an accident of fate and says nothing about the abilities and aspirations one has. More crucial for the development of one’s perspectives and imagination are the models chosen and the kind of life pursued.  

The focus is the development of three young lives of different ages within a year. Whether it is their life in the ghetto, the struggle at the Children’s Club, going to school, visiting their mother in jail, court sessions or fights with their uncles, each one is waiting for the mother in his or her own way. 

Learning and dancing become dominant in Toto’s world. Words, reading, numbers, dance moves take over his mind and his behavior and make the nights he spends at home just fragments of a faraway reality. 

It is important that the film remains accessible to the viewer without trying to shock or to emphasize the misery of the ghetto. The violence and drug abuse must be perceived just as the protagonists live and see these things: as a normal part of life. The camera that shoots mostly at the characters’ height supports this concept. Thus, the film’s attitude is not of looking down on the children, as if they were “small and vulnerable.” We will always look through their eyes, from their own height, from a position of equality. 

An important element sustaining the story’s intimacy is the video material that Andreea herself shot, documenting their life. It is a film made with them, not only about them.


